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Motorization and the Food Service Industry
Kikuo YAMAGUCHI*

The extreme rapidity of the growth of the food service (dining out) industry in the
late 1970’s and 1980’s is one of the most significant social phenomena in our nation,
The increases in the rate of car ownership, which accompanied this process of
motorization, has brought about significant changes in the dining patters in suburban
areas, where the means of moving were quite limited up to that time. Suburban
family restaurants which have emerged in response to this development have
continued to grow at a really rapid rate, with this development has come a new living
pattern of “the entire family going out to eat”, which in turn, has made dining out
a part of people’s leisure and fashion,

In addition, new patterns within the dining out industry such as fast food and
take-out food have emerged, With these developments, the relationship between the
process of motorization and dining out is likely to become even more involved and
significant.
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