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The Lifestyle and the “Kiss & Ride’’ Practice of the People
Living in the Suburbs of Big Cities
Yasue KOBAYASHI* Kenji YASUDA**

An investigation was made into the living conditions of the people living in the
suburbs of Metropolitan Tokyo which have generated the “kiss & ride” practice.
Difficulties in owning their own houses, the continuing expansion of the Metropolis,
and commuting from early morning till late at night caused by longer working hours
and the longer distance between their homes and work places have resulted in the
widespread practice of “kiss & ride”, regardless of the distance between their homes
and nearby stations. In fact, it can be said that commuting is now next to impossible
without being seen off and welcomed back at stations every day. While the number
of working housewives is increasing, this will not adversely affect this practice,
because it has been completely incorporated into the working conditions of the

breadwinner. In Japan, the practice can be called “kiss & ride without the kiss”.
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The contents of the conversations between
husbands and wives during their ride to and
from the station (plural responses included)
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