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The Legal Issues Surrounding Bicycle Transport
Yoshiyuki MATSUMURA*

In Japan, the bicycle is positioned socially and systematically between the motor
vehicle and the pedestrian. This paper discusses the legal issues of the system of traffic
violations and infringement penalties for bicycles, the removal of abandoned bicycles
and compensation for damage sustained in an accident involving a bicycle. It con-
cludes that handling bicycles correctly both socially and systematically will probably

contribute to the formation of an autonomous, orderly system for bicycles.
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