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Drug Abuse and Traffic Accidents

Jiro EZAKI*

Takashi TAKI** Ken-ichiro NAKAO***

Recently, traffic accidents caused by drivers under the influence of alcohol or drugs
have become an object of public concern. We have reviewed previous studies on driving
under the influence of drugs, and summarized the research strategies (experimental and
epidemiological), results and public policies (impairment and zero tolerance approach).
Results of previous studies indicate, with regards to prosecuting incidents of Dangerous
Driving Causing Death or Injury in Japanese jurisdictions, we should take into account
the following factors to determine the influence of drugs on drivers of motor vehicles: in
vivo drug concentration levels; the circumstances of the accident; the amount of drugs
consumed and impairment of driving ability before accident; state of consciousness
before the accident; and speech and behavior after the accident.
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