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Traffic Accident Status I ,AN
« 2025 Fatalities: 2,547 Injuries: 338,294

* Numbers are decreasing compared to the previous year but
show signs of plateauing

While existing measures remain effective over the long term, the
diversification of mobility has led to an increase in new types of
accidents

Are the rules for safe use—especially for bicycles and e-
scooters—failing to reach the public?
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* August 2024 (Summer Vacation)
 Alight car driven by a mother drifted into the oncoming lane and
collided head-on with a transit bus

* The mother sustained leg injuries (Wearing a seatbelt)
* Two Sisters (aged 7 and 5) in the Rear Seat were fatally injured

* Both children were not using child restraint systems, but
adult seat belts




' Types of Child Restraint Systems(CRS) | AV

Booster Seats

Infant Car Seats Toddler Car Seats For children between
For infants ub to 15 months For children over 15 months 100cm and 150 cm
P : and 76cm tall, up to 105cm Used with the vehicle's

It is recommended to sta (Forward-facing) 3-point seatbelt to

secure both the child
and the seat

rear-facing as long as
possible after 15 months

From MILT Website



Road Traffic Act regarding CRS

Mandatory for children under 6 years old

* Average height at age 6: 116.7cm (Boys) / 115.8cm (Girls)

* Children typically reach 150cm at age 12
(2024 School Health Statistics)

Manufacturer Perspective (JAMA)

"Vehicle crash tests use dummies representing a height of 150cm
Safety is not guaranteed for occupants under 150cm”

— Therefore, Junior Seats are strongly recommended for
children aged 6 and older



Revisiting the Fukuoka Accident
Why did the mother allow the 7-year-old to use only
the seatbelt?

Did she falsely believe that
as long as the seatbelt is on, they are safe?

Is critical safety information
failing to reach parents accurately?




Nationwide Online Survey
Dates: June 12-13, 2025

Respondents:
10,000 parents with children of elementary school age or younger
3,000 non-parents

Survey Items regarding CSR

* License/Car ownership, driving frequency
* Income, occupation

» Usage rates of Child/Junior seats

* Reasons for use or non-use

* Incentives for usage



Nationwide Online Survey
Dates: June 12-13, 2025

Respondents:
10,000 parents with children of elementary school age or younger
3,000 non-parents

Survey Items regarding CSR

» Sources for traffic safety and general parenting
information

 Level of trust in sources

* Triggers for seeking information

 Effective locations for safety posters

 Target age for developing safety awareness in children



Usage Rates of CSR in Private Vehicles

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

| | o~mcsvozest. arms—re [ o33
Child restraint system
(CRS) usage rate for i~amsnozesic army-re [ ¢.6 23
children under 6 years
old sarxmoresi. 2Ry -t [ 132 (10.2
Booster seats for children 6 years old and "above" on local roads_ﬁ_ 16.2 18.4
Booster seat usage rate
for children 6 years and =T, el tioresi. 22Ry- v |GG 127 182
older
—mac, sarsmiozes. >-tovie [T 2 ios
Seatbelt usage rate for
children under and asanc, sarxsloresc. s-tovvz [T o o7
over 6 years old
Seat belts for children 6 years old and "above" on local roads @ 13.0 9.9

mzawrT, emisttlores. >—ovte [ o5 s
—npaT. surcasy, gueEcssmcs -t [N 105 | 132

B ERTS(ERVE) FERYHEEELRVEN G S (HOK) EERULRV(BERULRNDOR)

m

n=6,964
n=7,130

n=6,256
n=6,270
n=6,091
n=6,189
n=6,041
n=6,600
n=6,470
n=7,419

12



Reasons for Non-use of CSR (Age 6+)
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Because | heard (or feel like | heard) that a seatbelt is fine once they turn 6.

Because | think (or thought) the vehicle's seatbelt is sufficient.
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At what stage do you believe it is desirable to continue using a
booster seat (to ensure proper seatbelt fit)? A
* This question is asked after informing the respondent that the safety of M
Standard seatbelts has not been verified for individuals under 150 cm in height
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Child Risk Perception and Child Restraint System (CRS) Usage
(Infant, Toddler, and Booster Seats)

A

m

In all cases, there is a significantly higher rate of child restraint usage among individuals with a
high perception of risk toward their children.

This suggests that risk awareness may be a particularly influential factor in the use of booster
seats for children under the age of six
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Personal Seatbelt Use in the Back Seat and Child Restraint System (CRS)

Usage

(When traveling in vehicles other than your own)

A

m

* There is a high correlation between personal seatbelt usage in the rear seat and the usage rate of
Child Restraint Systems (CRS).
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Responses to being asked by a friend or acquaintance to drive their child in your A
car when a child restraint system (infant seat, toddler seat, or booster seat) is not m
available.

While many refuse to drive if an infant seat is unavailable, there are many cases where children are

allowed to ride even without a booster seat
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Sources of information regarding driving and passenger safety /
Trusted information sources
(Multiple responses allowed)

After family members, information issued by the government and local municipalities is both the most common and most
trusted source (%)
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Booster Seats)

Frustrations When Researching Child Restraints (Infant, Toddler, and A
<Multiple Responses> m

The most common frustration reported is that "information issued by the government is

either difficult to understand or does not provide the specific details needed."
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(Including how to choose a seat, installation methods, and safety

performance) m
<Multiple Responses>

The most frequent trigger for_seekir_llg information is "when hearing or seeing news reports
about traffic accidents involving children.”

Timing of Information Gathering Regarding Child Restraints A

0.0 20.0 40.0 66.0
When seeing or hearing news about traffic accidents involving children on TV, in newspapers, etc. e 42.7
RYPZ1-ABETFELDIZBERO_1-AREZREODEIVEDLELLE I 30.2
BERRECBTERDRERD, AEaS BV ELEEE I 21.2
FEENETND (EFhk) ¢& IS 20.4
FLEZRUTVLE(C, RRBBVZLLEE I 19.5
RIEPREA. BIBEOANBRESERAEDOSFETERAICROLE NN 14.1
IEEEPHETFSIVORRAY—RELRREE N 11.2
FEENNFRICAZLE I 10.3
FEEN 6ICRDEE I 8.4
FEGICHRAS— MFERS— MIESIEZ. WOHShcéE Il 5.3
BENEORSERETIIHSNLLE Il 2.8
Toft | 0.3

FSVSHSEEY I 23.8 ¢ 1=10,000 -



Most Effective Locations for Poster Displays<select Top 3> ||/ A ||£ g
m

Traffic safety education at "Kindergartens, Nurseries, and Schools" is considered highly effective.
Other impactful locations include "Children's Specialty Stores" &Ad "Supermarkets/Shopping Malls."
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Age Groups Where Child Safety Awareness is Most Prominent

Data suggests that safety awareness can be higher when children are younger. Specifically, girls
tend to show high safety awareness from early childhood through the lower grades of elementary
school. For boys, peaks in awareness are observed in the first grade and again in the upper grades.
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Expert Interviews I 8\
@ Dr. lan Pike, Professor, University of British Columbia

2 Professor Michihiro Okumura, Tokyo City University

3 Dr. Yuichi Motomura, Emergency and Critical Care
Center, Nippon Medical School Chiba Hokusoh Hospital

4 Mr. Masahiro Sodu, Child Seat Lab



Professor, University of British
Columbia

lan Pike, PhD

A world-renowned authority on injury prevention and the
avoidance of accidental injuries in children.

In collaboration with the National Research Institute of
Police Science (NRIPS), JAF, and ITARDA, he evaluates
the effectiveness of social marketing campaigns aimed at
increasing the use of child restraint systems.




Poster Strategy | A\l N

m

1 Communication is the Same as Marketing

2 Repetition is key to internalizing information

3 Consistency across various touchpoints is essential

However, overwhelming people with too much exposure at
4 once can cause a backlash.
Maintaining a subtle balance is crucial
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Michihiro Okumura

Former Reporter, The Yomiuri Shimbun B S A 90:
Former Editor-in-Chief, Yahoo! News Topics AT ATHNER B
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Former Editor-in-Chief, The Page (Online Me« B v (2
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The ldeal State of Information DisseminaticWA\”l&g

1 Public institutions' owned media must prioritize accuracy
They should function as a primary source of information

2 Abandon the "page-view-first" mentality
In the era of Al Overviews, users often don't even visit the website

3 Building Al-friendly websites is mandatory
Avoid simply uploading PDFs; use HTML format instead

4 Update content constantly to prevent Al from picking up outdated information

5 While social media "buzz" is popular, it is fleeting It is better to design initiatives
that reach many people repeatedly over a longer period



Emergency and Critical Care
Center, Nippon Medical School
Chiba Hokusoh Hospital

Dr Yuichi Motomura




Insights from Emergency and Critical Care I

1 Instances where drivers hold children on their laps or use a single seatbelt for two
children in the back seat still occur

2 Internal organ damage caused by seatbelts is common. Furthermore, if a belt catches the
neck, it can lead to cervical spinal cord injury, which is often fatal

Although reckless claims suggest it is safer not to wear a seatbelt, an unrestrained child in
3 a collision will be thrown headfirst into the front seatback or the ceiling. In post-accident
vehicle inspections, child hair is sometimes found embedded in the ceiling

Severe head impacts can cause not only skull fractures but also violent brain shaking,
4 potentially leading to permanent emotional or memory disorders Such outcomes
drastically change the lives of the child, the parents, and their siblings

5 Seatbelts and Child Restraint Systems (CRS), including booster seats, are life-saving
equipment. There is an urgent need for awareness campaigns on their proper use.



CHILDSEAT O LAB.
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Child Seat Lab

Mr. Masahiro Sodu




Insights from the Retail Frontline |

While information is often provided at birth, new parents are often overwhelmed by the
1 rapid lifestyle changes involving the infant and the mother’s recovery, making it difficult to
retain instructions on child seat usage

Mass retailers sell the products but do not teach how to use them To avoid liability, they
2 do not assist with vehicle installation Consequently, no one verifies whether the seats are
being used correctly

As children grow, their child seats require adjustments, yet there are almost no
3 opportunities to learn how to do this. Many people continue using infant cushions or
factory-set headrest heights long after they should have been adjusted

4 There are no significant differences in safety awareness based on gender or income

Resistance from children may stem from how parents seat them Often, parents scold the
5 child with phrases like "Just sit down!" causing the child to associate the CRS with being
punished
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Information
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Field Observations

(DJAF Child Seat Awareness Campaign
Aeon Mall Mito Uchihara, Main Court (Mito City)
April 2, 2025

(2 National Police Agency / JAF Joint Child Seat Usage Survey
- Miyagi Prefecture: LaLa garden Nagamachi (Sendai City)

May 10, 2025
- Tokyo: Kasai Rinkai Park Parking Lot (Edogawa Ward)

June 14, 2025
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JAF Child Seat Awareness Campaign

Aeon Mall Mito Uchihara, Main Court (Mito City)




National Police Agency / JAF Joint Child Seat Usage Survey | A“ \
- Miyagi Prefecture: LaLa garden Nagamachi (Sendai City)

- Tokyo: Kasai Rinkai Park Parking Lot (Edogawa Ward)
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@D Unified Messaging

@ Up-to-date and Accurate
Information

@ Repeated Exposure

* On the internet, these factors are
essential for ensuring Al accurately
summarizes information
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The Core Mission of Information Dissemination

Primary Source

Public Institutions,
Manufacturers

Secondary
Source

Mass Media

Tertiary Source

Users




Event Report: Public Symposium

How to Deliver Safety
Information in the Age of
Social Media and Al

Current Challenges in Child Restraint System (CRS)

Usage and Communication

202555 118 278 (%)
16:00 ~ 17:30(F3:515:30)

Established in response to the tragic accident in Fukuoka involving _
o siat 47 and 5) Our mission is ¢ . — | BXEBERE (B3F77YAH
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Key Participants

Cabinet Office, National Police Agency (NPA), Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport
and Tourism (MLIT), Children and Families Agency, Consumer Affairs Agency, National
Agency for Automotive Safety and Victims' Aid (NASVA)

Japan Safe Driving Center, Tokyo Fire Department, Japan Automobile Service Promotion
Association

Toyota, Nissan, Honda, Mazda, Suzuki, Combi, Japan Automobile Manufacturers
Association (JAMA), CRS Retailers, JAF, ITARDA (Institute for Traffic Accident Research
and Data Analysis)

Medical Professionals

NtIF]IK, Asahi Shimbun, Oita Godo Shimbun, Kotsu Journal, Independent Journalists, and
others
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Post-Symposium Feedback & Media Coverage
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Has this been helpful for your future activities?
38 DA

@ < ZERof

@ =Vl

O HEDORBRMNDOIE
® £<RBRH O




AN

How long do you think booster seats, which are recommended for children aged 6 and,
older, are necessary?
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* Strongly advise against the use of "Kids' Belts" (portable seat belt
adjusters). They do not meet current safety standards and are
extremely difficult to use correctly, making them unsafe for children



Media Highlights

(D NHK "Ohayo Nippon" (Kanto-Koshinetsu region)
Broadcast: November 28, 2025, 7:45 AM

2 Yahoo! News Commentary
Regarding the ejection of a 4-year-old girl from a vehicle
Written by Mika Yanagihara (Non-fiction writer/Journalist)
November 28, 2025

3® Asahi Shimbun
Published: February 3, 2026 (Print and Online editions)
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Establish a reliable information-sharing system | Aﬂ \
so that users can access the correct safety data
whenever they seek it
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* Direct outreach to elementary school students who use booster seats

« Targeting an age group capable of thinking for themselves and taking
responsibility for their own safety

« Shifting the mindset from "being made to use a seat" to "choosing to
use one"

Changing the social norms surrounding booster seats
Identifying car-loving children with leadership qualities and
empowering them to become "student influencers™
Leveraging peer influence to increase overall usage rates among

their demographic
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