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The Prevention of Road Traffic Accidents as a Public Health Problem

J.D.J. HAVARD **
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The increasing mortality and morbidity from road accidents represents a
challenge which has been ignored to a large extent by European preventive
health services. The epidemiological features of the problem are discussed
with special reference to the factors, both human and environmental, which
influence the behaviour of road users to such an extent as to increase risk of
accident involvement. An outline is given of various short-term and long-term
measures through which public health authorities could play a more effective
role in the prevention of road accidents.
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