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Speed and Man(3)
social and economic perspectives on “optimum speed”’

Masaki KOSHI* Kaoru NOGUCHI**  Yukihide OKANO*** Haruo SUZUK|****
This is the third report of the JATSS review’s “Speed and Man,”. First, it should be
pointed out that a fixed value cannot be assigned to optimum speed because it depends
on such variable factors as individual driver characteristics and environment conditions.
While conceding the difficulty of defining a precise optimum, the members of the panel
made the impact of speed on human society the focus of their discussion. Symposium
reporting and discussion concentrated on two principal concerns: the role of “public

opinion” in the optimization of vehicle speed on public highways, the function of

economic “value assessment” in determining on optimum speed.
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