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How Product Distribution and the Market Changes with New Highway Construction
—A Case Study of the Kyushu North-South Throughway (Fukuoka-Kumamoto) -

Chikashi NAKANISHI*

The tremendous advantages and savings in time from the decreases in distance and
travel time in the region surrounding a newly opened stretch of highway can probably
be said to be much greater than they would be, for example, in the United States or in
some of Europe. The author maintain that this is because Japan is a densely populated
and overcrowded nation. Although much research has been done and reported on the
relocating of industrial plant sites inland along such main artery highways, not much
study has been made of the accompanying changes in the marketing area or in the
system of distribution or channels for getting the goods to the market place.

This manuscript is an attempt to analyze, organize and make some observations of

these phenomena. It will also present some specific problem areas along with the actual

research findings of specifically designated locations investigated.
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