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The Acceptance of Motorcycles on the Roads of Europe
Terence BENDIXSON*

Gottleib Daimler, a German engineer, invented the first motorcycle in 1885. By the
turn of the 20th Century road racing was providing a spur to the development of
two-wheel technology and uptil 1914 the number of motorcycles made and used in
Europe appears to have equalled the number of cars.

Low powered machines were an early development but it was only after 1945,
following the introduction of low cost mopeds and scooters, that they became
multitudinous. The 1973/4 oil price increases led to another surge in the use of two-
wheelers. Popular resentment to motorcycles in Europe at first centered on the dust
and danger of powered vehicles on unpaved roads. By the 1970’s opinion polls
indicated that noise had become a leading nuisance. Meanwhile the emergence of clubs
of Hell’'s Angels and Easy Riders and the cult of hot-rodding was helping to give
menace to, admittedly small, elements within the extensive world of motorcycle users.
A lack of interest in motorcycles amongst transport professionals, except those
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Table 1 BEMEECSH 2 BH_REDABHERRKRT
Motorcycle ownership and use in various couotries
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Some legal requirements for motorcycling in various countries
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