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Religion and Changes in Transportation
Toshio KITAMI*

The original point of departure for religious-type transportation lies in the intersec-
tion between wandering (including trading) and permanent settlement. The “worship
of human gods”, which sees gods in people who visit from outside of the closed village,
nurtured tours of wandering gods in the ancient period, clusters of itinerant priests in
the medieval period, and the visiting deities that remain to this day. The role played
in this development by mountain villagers, fishermen, and various craftsmen cannot
be understated.

Settled farmers, too, went out on temporary wandering journeys, in the form of
pilgrimages to shrines and temples, which, in turn, contributed much “flesh and blood”
to their culture.

In this article, the author depicts the colorful drama that unfolds through the
development of what we may term religious transportation. According to the author,
while the external appearance has changed, this tradition (indicated above) is being

revived in contemporary times.
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