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The Concepts and History of the Control of Drunken Driving in
Japan and Related Penal Regulations

Mitsuhiko YASURA*

Drunken driving is prohibited because of the great danger of traffic accidents. In
such a society as Japan where people love drinking, the danger is even greater.
Moreover, because of the particular features of roads in Japan, which play a role in
society as part of indispensable places for people’s daily lives, drunken driving tends
to cause a strong mental pressure on the inhabitants of the country. In order to create
a sense of guilt in drunken drivers and in order to eliminate this bad habit, it is
necessary to call upon the efforts of local people, society in general, and companies,
as well as to seek the cooperation of leaders and volunteers who promote the
movement.
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