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Human Factors in Bicycle Accidents and Bicyclists’ Manner
Koya KISHIDA*

To date most analysis of bicycle accidents among traffic accidents have been
conducted from viewpoint of the bicycle rider as victim or as a weak participant in
traffic. However, examining the actual bicycle accidents, cases in which a dangerous
of riding behavior on the part of the bicycle rider are not few. This paper analyzes
bicycle accidents from the view point that the bicycle rider is the active part of the
accident. From this analysis and observation of actual riding behavior, the paper
attempts to clarify what constitutes a dangerous riding behavior. In particular, the
author surveys the actual rates of occurrence of riding behavior such as double riding,
double riding with a baby seat in front or back, triple riding, riding without lights,
investigates the degree of danger involved in each style. Traffic accidents in which
a bicycle was the cause of accident were carefully extracted and the rate of the
bicycle, the so-called weak traffic participant, in causing accidents was made clear.
Cyclists are always thought victims or the weak part of the traffic in accidents, but
this report shows that the dangerous manner of the cyclists causes a larger part of
bicycle accidents.
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