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Leisure and Road Improvements and Expansions

Katsumune SUZUKI

Countermeasures for traffic, particularly on weekends and holidays, by private
utilization such as passenger cars, which have assumed the leading role in terms
of the number of registered vehicles in Japan since 1970, have been implemented.
Nevertheless, the traffic demand is expected to further increase due to leisure
time of the nationals in the future when working hours are anticipated to be
reduced to 1,800 hours per year. To meet this situation, drastic measures are
needed to improve and expand roads. In January, 1993, the Road Council was
requested provide its advice on the subject of “A Proper Approach to Structures
of New Roads in 21st Century” and the studies of the matter were started. This
paper introduces the measures being taken at present, and the background for
the request for advice and future direction.
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