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Transportation Issues in an Ageing Society

Haruo SUZUKI'

Road fatalities among the elderly are rising sharply and the ratio of elderly
road fatalities against fatalities by other age groups is extremely high in Japan
when viewed globally. This has given birth to the need to study the problems
from a new perspective. There has certainly been some success in recent views
which looked at the human factor but there was also a tendency to regard the
elderly as living a passive existence and as frail passengers and restricted in
mobility. The essential thing now is to look at how the elderly live and to exam-
ine transport problems through their eyes. This is the key to extending their

independence.
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