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The Role of Roadside Trees from the Perspective
of the City-dwelling Bird-life

Koichi KARASAWA

This paper focuses on the ecosystems of wild birds(the city dwelling type) and
their adaption to the city environment in downtown Tokyo. It reveals the ways in
which city-dwelling birds use the roadside trees and, at the same time, de-
scribes the city environment from the birds viewpoint while groping for a for-
mula for urban co-existence between people and birds. Small birds such as
sparrows and white wagtails in particular, roost comfortably at night in bright-
ly lit roadside trees in busy streets and in front of railway stations. The objec-
tive of this paper is to find what a city-dwelling bird looks for in these trees so
as to find the ideal configuration of roadside trees in order to encourage town
planning which would be conducive to the ecosystems of wild birds.
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