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Medical Care for Traffic Accidents
from the Aspect of Compensation for Injuries

Kouichi HIRAIWA"

O In Japan, any person injured in a traffic accident is entitled to claim compensation
according to the Automobile Accident Compensation Act. Under Japanese compensa-
tion law, recognition of merely the probability of a causal relationship between a traffic
accident and sequelae or death is sufficient for compensation to be awarded in a civil
suit. The recent trend in civil suits is for judgment of legal causation to be in favor of
the victim, and a causal relationship can be legally recognized even in a case where the
victim has died from sequelae. Determination of a causal relationship from a medical
point of view, however, presents many difficulties. Complications arising from trauma
may cause sudden death, or cerebral infarction may occur due to traumatic cerebrovas-
cular disorder. Such cases may be misdiagnosed as spontaneous diseases, especially
in the case of aged victims. This misdiagnosis would mean that the victim or family
of the victim would receive no compensation. Doctors should therefore be very careful
when making a judgment on causal relationship in traffic accident cases.
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