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Automobiles and Japanese Society

Masatoshi TAKADA"

This paper considers how automobiles have been received in Japanese society and
what impact they have had on people's lives since their first appearance during the Meiji
Period. Automobiles can be seen to have first been received as a luxury item for the
wealthy and a medium for corporate advertising, to have functioned primarily as a
means for efficient transportation of people and goods during the 15-year war and the
"economic warfare" that followed, and then to have become a medium of pleasure and
convenience for the majority of consumers beginning with the years of rapid economic

growth.
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