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Road-Building and Urban Renewal:
On City Catalyst Mechanisms

Naoto TANAKA"O O U Yoshio NAKAMURA""

This paper moves from looking at the impact of automobiles on the townscape to a
consideration of the relationship between roads and the city in Japan, a country with a
fondness for "urban renewal." It also touches on the importance of semi-infrastructure
such as plazas, stations and waterfronts as mechanisms for invigorating the townscape
and generating bustle by acting as catalysts for social intercourse. Community partici-
pation in the design and management of infrastructure is essential in order to regain a
city's salon space and unique local scenery. Such a flexible, pluralist, interactive
movement in urban design, one that also contributes to the transmission of urban

culture, should perhaps be called urban editing rather than design.
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