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Current Status of Emergency Medical Services
and Role of Pre-hospital Care

Takashi MORIYA* Katsuhisa TANJOH"*

This study identifies problems of pre-hospital care related to the longer time required for
on-scene care and selection of a medical treatment center. The study also addresses the
problem of regionalization of emergency medical services, which has already been imple-
mented in the Tokyo metropolitan area. This study compares the present condition of pre-
hospital care in the Tokyo metropolitan area, currently in operation, with conditions in
other cities as a useful way to analyze future regionalization of emergency services. There
is not much objective data which shows that emergency medical services that attach great
importance to the time factor in pre-hospital care significantly reduce unfavorable progno-
ses and complications. Further analysis is required regarding whether quick transport is
effective, especially for patients with acute conditions classified as ‘tertiary under the
Japanese emergency care system.
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