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Effect of Introducing a FAST Emergency Vehicle Preemption
System in Kanazawa
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Hideo INABA** Shigeki NANBU™***

An increase in the number of ambulance dispatches for emergency medical services,
expanded scope of such services and the selection of a destination treatment center have
caused ambulance service times to rise in recent years. The prognosis for a trauma with
a high degree of urgency is believed to be affected by the time between the occurrence
of an injury and its definitive treatment, so it is vital to reduce the time required for
emergency medical services. By using Fast Emergency Vehicle Preemption Systems
(FAST) for giving right-of-way priority to emergency vehicles, the driving speed of
emergency vehicle can increase with reduced driving time as a result. In addition, the
system enables safe driving and secure transport of the patient. This study measures the
direct effect of introducing FAST in Kanazawa City and the impact of this system on the

delivery of emergency medical services.
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