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Legal and Political System for Crisis Management and the
Recovery and Rebirth after the Earthquake

Takeyoshi IMAI*

The Great East Japan Earthquake has forced a close examination of the validity of
current laws in an unprecedented crisis. The legal and political system has placed under
scrutiny from the viewpoint of effective execution of laws for crisis management immedi-
ately following a disaster and for recovery from the earthquake in the subsequent phase.
The legal system functioned reasonably well in the crisis management phase, but in the
recovery phase laws and ordinances showed need for improvement in order to provide the

basis for specific administrative functions and budget allocations.
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