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A Review of Studies on the Effects of Accident Prevention
Interventions Addressed to Young Drivers

Kazuko OKAMURA*

The present report reviews recent studies on the effects of various interventions ad-
dressed to young drivers for the purpose of preventing involvement in traffic accidents.
A total of 73 articles published between 2001 and 2011 have been identified using electronic
literature databases and manual searches. The results show that graduated driver licens-
ing implemented mainly in North America has demonstrated significant accident reduc-
tion for young drivers, Experimental studies addressing hazard perception and safety
attitudes appear to demonstrate the positive effects of such interventions. The results also
indicate that studies of pre-driver education, publicity campaigns, driver improvement
measures for offenders, and enforcement campaigns are rather scarce and that their
results have been inconclusive. The author concludes that carefully planned interventions
as well as evaluation studies of the highest quality are pressing matters.
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