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Study of the Regional Gap in Japan:
Benefits and Tax Burden for Automobile Users

Takao GOTO*

In Japan, automobile taxes have covered the expenses of road maintenance. At present,
the regional gap leading to inefficiency and unfair burdens has been raised as an issue. As
one approach to identifying the inefficiency and unfair burden of automobile taxes, previ-
ous studies have introduced the idea of a “regional rate of return.” The aim of this paper
is to measure the regional rate of return from 2003 to 2010. In conclusion, it shows that
the regional rate of return from 2003 to 2010 in urban areas was lower than that in rural

areas.
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