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Implementation of a Roundabout Initiative in lida City

Shoji MATSUDA*
Hiroshi SUKIGARA** Shigeo MORI***

Tida City is proceeding with town planning with an eye toward the coming age of maglev
trains. In order to realize a bustling town center that would be well qualified as a central
base under the town s land use policy, the municipal government undertook a joint
initiative with a variety of organizations and local residents to help resolve issues related to
two intersections in Azuma-cho and Towa-cho and to advance low-carbon town planning
that places priority on the environment. Through these efforts, the effectiveness of round-
abouts, which previously had been difficult to establish, was recognized, and a signalized
intersection in Towa-cho was remade into a roundabout in March 2013. The city is receiv-
ing nationwide attention for smooth traffic operations on roads in service. This paper
reports on the roundabout initiative that has been carried out in lida City.
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