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ATRANS Project No.1

Escalating Punishment for Habitual Drunk Drivers:
\ S | egal R : stem Optimization

{ Background and Objectives )

Driving while intoxicated (DWI) remains a serious global public safety issue, with repeat
offenders disproportionately involved in road injuries and fatalities. Effective international
strategies combine graduated penalties, rehabilitation, technological enforcement, and
integrated offender tracking systems.

In Thailand, alcohol-related crashes remain high, with over 80,000 offenders placed under
probation in 2022, many of them repeat violators. However, fragmented data systems across
agencies hinder consistent identification and sanctioning of recidivists, weakening deterrence.
This study examines legal and technological gaps in managing repeat DWI and evaluates public
support for graduated penalties.

Using a mixed-methods approach, it applies SEM and Delphi techniques to develop
evidence-based policy recommendations to reduce DWI recidivism.

{ Outline )

This study examines legal reforms and data system optimization to address habitual drunk
driving in Thailand. Using a mixed-methods design, it integrates a nationwide survey of 1,500
road users, analyzed using SEM, with a Delphi study involving 30 experts. Findings reveal that
legal awareness, perceived risk of detection, trust in law enforcement, and perceived
enforcement effectiveness significantly influence public support for graduated penalties, with
perceived fairness acting as a strong moderator. Qualitative results identify fragmented
databases, inconsistent enforcement, and limited inter-agency coordination as major barriers.
The study proposes standardized nationwide enforcement, structured graduated sanctions with
rehabilitation, and the establishment of an integrated cross-agency DWI offender database
supported by modern technologies such as ignition interlocks and ALPR systems.
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