Round 2.

Role of cultural aspects in road safety



Japan: traffic safety at hand

*In general, people are disciplined to respect traffic safety.
—Prefer harmony with others: Conflict-avoiding culture

* Traffic safety culture has been created through “traffic wars” since 1960s.

—Infrastructure development, legislation, strengthened penalties, traffic safety
education, vehicle technology development, etc.

* From childhood, people consider traffic safety as local problem.
—Elementary school children usually walk to school by their own.

Local people support children’s walk
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Yachiyo City: Lollipop guide handbook L e s Ibaraki Prefecture -



https://www.city.yachiyo.lg.jp/uploaded/attachment/14645.pdf
https://www.pref.ibaraki.jp/seikatsukankyo/seibun/anzen/kotsu/11poster/20170712.html

Japan: Pedestrian priority — gradual change of culture?

1008 Enhanced enforcement lY

% of cars that stopped for
pedestrian
at unsignalized crosswal

Japan Automobile Federation (JAF): Nation-wide survey 2023
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* Drivers were (are?) accustomed to
disregard pedestrian priority at
unsignalized crosswalks, inducing
risks of pedestrians.

 Measures have been taken on
various aspects.
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e-Stat: enforcement for road traffic law

10t0 by Prof. Miho lryo):-r _


https://www.police.pref.chiba.jp/kotsusomuka/traffic-safety_revision-zebra_stop.html
https://jaf.or.jp/common/safety-drive/library/survey-report/2023-crosswalk
http://www.npa.go.jp/publications/statistics/koutsuu/index_jiko.html
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Asian countries: locally adopted transport modes

* Locally adopted transport
modes (i.e., Paratransit, LAMAT) are

widespread.
— Door-to-door transport
— Flexible in narrow roads and congestions
— Low cost

« Safety challenges
—Vulnerable riders
—Uncontrolled loading/unloading
— Low compliance to traffic rules



Asian countries: Streets as a place of people’s activities
81+ Streets has traditionally

. been the places where

people make activities.
— Stall street, festivals on street

e Such activities had been
abolished in Japan mostly,
because of conflict with road
traffic.

®» Loss of culture and vitality
of cities? (paradigm shift)
How to balance those?
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