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Human Response under Strong Seismic Shakings
Yutaka OHTA *

A field survey on human response during and after a large earthquake was
performed in the affected areas by both questionnaire and interview methods, for
finding out better ways of mitigation of serious seismic disasters. Major results
obtained are summerized as follows. 1) The most significant factor which governs
human response is seismic intensity. 2) Apparently random behaviors at the time of
earthquake can be well interpreted by simultaneous consideration of personal
characters such as sex, age, and career and surrounding circumstances. 3) Loss of
human lives is caused by degradation of behavioral performance due to strong
shakings, plus undesirable situation of seismically weak construction and restricted

open space.
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Behavior beginning immediately after shakings and seismic intensity
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