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Parking Problems in Provincial Cities
—Two Case Studies : Kanazawa and Komatsu—
Kenji YAMAGUCHI*

Cars have become an important means of transport in provincial cities. However,
it has become increasingly difficult to reserve space for parking in the central area of
the cities. If present trends continue, this will lead to a progressive decentralization of
the functions of the city, with the resultant possibility that the city will begin to
disintegrate as the central business district falls into decline and the city’s amenities
fall into disrepair.

Using the city of Kanazawa as a case study, this research project examines parking
and the role it should play in preserving the vitality of the central business district of
the city. The author also extends his theories to general arguments dealing with the
future of provincial cities, asserting that parking problems are not simply a question
of supply and demand, but need to be examined from a much broader perspective

including considerations of the special atmosphere of the city concerned.
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Urban axis of Kanazawa and large-scale
parkings plan
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Plan of the parking on the Kanazawa station
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