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The Liability of Alcoholic Beverage Purveyor for Drunken Driving Accidents

Takao YAMADA* Kaichiro HAMAGUCHI**

Over half the fatal accidents in the U.S. are attributed to drunken driving. To
discourage drunken driving, some states law impose the liability to compensate on the
alcoholic beverage purveyor as well as the driver. The law, called Dram Shop Act,
arouses heated controversy. In this article the possibility to impose the same liability

on alcoholic beverage purvevor in Japan is discussed. Under Japanese law which has
satisfactory compensation system for motor vehicle accidents the liability is unsuit-
able.
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