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The History of Automotive Safety

Takashi BABA

Automotive safety can be divided into preventative safety, which aims to pre-

vent accidents and collision safety, which aims to minimize the harm that acci-

dents do. Measures dealing with every aspect of the performance of automobiles

fall into the former category, and since the very first car was born, constant
technological development has been under way, in the pursuit of better perform-
ance. Technological development in the latter category began to make rapid pro-
gress after automotive traffic became a primary means of transport. Nevertheless,
traffic accidents still present a grave problem and research and development

efforts are being made to improve road safety in responce to changes in the traf-

fic environment. This is a critical goal of current automotive technology.
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