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Private Observations on Event-related Traffic

—Unique Features and Possible Improvements Relating
to Traffic Congestion Generated by Leisure Activities—

Tomoo KIDO

This manuscript explains the factors that generate traffic congestion, reveals
the fluctuations in that congestion and expands on parts of private observations
concerning event-related traffic congestion and other problems of leisure-related
traffic. The summary concludes that the relationship between the characteristics
of drivers and pedestrians during public holidays and festivals enables traffic
congestion to occur even when there is a lower demand for automobile use than
on normal weekdays; that the incidence of congestion in tourism areas which at-
tract many tourists tends to be focused in areas which undergo dramatic
day-to-day fluctuations; that a fundamental approach to this problems would in-
volve flexible controls and guidance which can be tailored to prevailing condi-
tions by monitoring and responding; that the nature of this type of congestion
and the lack of opportunity to undertake surveys make it difficult to positively
evaluate remedial action; and that, notwithstanding, it is better to have concrete
dialogue based on information to resolve the problems of leisure-related traffic
such as that seen at major events.
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