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Issues on the Orientation of Maps

Masahiro AMAGASE"

The basic principle when reading maps is that the top of the map be in the direction
in which the person reading the map is facing, i. e., that the map be aligned with the
environment. This alignment principle minimizes mistakes in map reading but, because
there are many ways in which maps are used, it is limited in its application. To uncover
the limits, we investigated the factors that affect map orientation. What orientation
makes a map legible depends on the reader’ s familiarity with the area, ways to
comprehend spatial relations or maps, forms of map drawing, and the line of flow in the
area. The alignment principle is also restricted by the purpose of use, the scope or size
of the area that is represented by the map. and the flow of movement at its location.
Based on this knowledge, we were able to consider methods of safer map presentation.
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