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Psychological Processes of Risk-Taking Behavior
in Driving and New Approach
toward Promoting Risk-Avoiding Behavior

Kazumi RENGE"

The literature on drivers’ risk-taking processes was reviewed. Aspects of risk-
taking behavior were divided into driver's hazard perception, self-evaluation of their
own sKill, risk perception, which were then related with each other on the basis of
previous research findings. Recent discussion on risk homeostasis and risk compensa-
tion was explained. Effect of risk utility, especially Zuckerman's “Sensation Seeking”,
on the risk-taking behavior was discussed. Finally, psychological processes of risk-
taking in driving were presented to propose several possibilities how to improve

drivers' risk-avoiding behavior by traffic safety countermeasures in Japan.
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