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Safety and Comfort Technologies for Wheelchairs

Yoshinobu TAKAHASHI"

Devices for the infirm and the elderly have so far tended to receive little attention.

However, their importance has gradually been recognized with the rapid aging of the

population. Wheelchairs, a typical example of such devices, have undergone much

improvement during their short history. Safety and comfort are prerequisites for the

wheelchair. This report presents a number of safety and comfort technologies for non-

motorized wheelchairs that are maneuvered and driven manually.
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