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Introduction to Pedestrian Protection Requlations in Japan
and Their Effectiveness in Saving Lives

Atsuhiro KONOSU"

In recent years, efforts to reduce the number of pedestrians Killed in traffic accidents
have been actively pursued in Japan as well as in European and North American nations
and Korea. This paper describes 1) the state of traffic accidents involving pedestrians in
Japan and 2) an overview of Japan's pedestrian protection regulations (Phase 1) and
their effectiveness in saving lives; and introduces 3) trends relating to future pedestrian
protection regulations and 4) efforts to improve automobile pedestrian-friendliness by
methods other than pedestrian protection regulations.

In particular, Japan's pedestrian protection regulations (Phase 1) have been shown
to save the lives of roughly 100 people every year, offering hope for further reductions
in pedestrian fatalities in the future.
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