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Policy Transition and the Development of Systems and
Organizations for Light Rail Transit in Japan

Masayuki KANDA*

The legal system, budget system, and related measures and initiatives for trams and
LRT in Japan have taken many twists and turns while being affected by changes in social
conditions. Due in part to the added perspective of promoting the use of public transpor-
tation, which has been rising notably for more than a decade, steady progress has been
made while reflecting social expectations for LRT. The objective of this paper is to provide
a comprehensive and systematic description of the changing course of measures and
initiatives and the development of systems/organizations regarding trams and LRT in
Japan, including actions in the administrative branch in which the author was directly

involved.
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