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LRT in the World and Challenges to Address in Japan

Kiyohito UTSUNOMIYA*

In recent years, numerous countries have been embarking on initiatives to diversify and

expand their LRT systems. These LRT systems have been introduced in urban areas

ranging from relatively small cities to large metropolises that use LRT as feeder lines. LRT

systems have come to take on a wide variety of roles, such as small-scale loop systems in

downtown areas and tram train lines that cover large areas of the city. As technology

advances, the LRT's potential is moving in many directions, pointing to numerous practical

approaches for using LRT to promote urban development. In order to accelerate the

development of LRT systems in Japan, certain challenges need to be addressed. First and

foremost, LRT-related projects must be brought to fruition regardless of project size. To

this end, it is essential to promote the growth of companies that can implement these

projects and to develop the necessary talent. Japan will also need to make more effective

use of its financial resources related to transportation.
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