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Challenges for Sakai City as a Government-designated City
Bordering a Large Metropolis

Naoyuki TSUKAMOTO*

A plan to establish a light rail transit LRT system in Sakai City, in south central Osaka
Prefecture in the Kansai region, by building a new LRT line called the Tozai Tetsu-kido
(East-West Railway) and turning the existing section of the Hankai Line within Sakai City
into an LRT line is currently in progress. The plan targets start of service by the end of
fiscal 2010. This paper first describes the background surrounding the LRT plan in Sakai
and gives a summary of the plan. Then the paper describes the challenges for the LRT
construction plan, based on the reaction to the plan by Sakai residents and the media, the
results of a questionnaire survey conducted by the author and other parties of this paper

to learn about the attitudes of the local population toward the Sakai LRT plan, interviews

with Sakai City officials in charge of the plan, and other factors. Lastly, the necessary

conditions for building an LRT system in general are discussed. These conditions are then

applied to the case of Sakai and an evaluation conducted for the cityls LRT plan, followed
by a discussion of Sakai LRT planis significance and expectations.
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