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Current Status of Medical Control in the Fukuoka Area

Masanobu KISHIKAWA*

Enhanced prehospital care is crucial for high-energy injuries such as traffic injuries. An
operation called Medical Control (MC) is being carried out to ensure quality in prehospital
care from the medical standpoint. Emergency Medical Advisory Committee (EMAC) is
essentially in charge of key MC operations such as operational review and the preparation,
revision, and addition of protocols. Since May 2003, the EMAC for the MC Council on
Emergency Medical Services in Fukuoka Area has been cooperating with emergency
medical services units of local fire departments (seven department headquarters) and
acute care hospitals (reviewing physicians) for 600 — 700 patients per month. Cases in-
clude not just cardiopulmonary arrests (CPA) but also the transportation of seriously ill
and severely injured patients. Our EMAC currently make an effort to gather data for
independent analysis on the improvement of specified actions and verbal instructions,
which cannot be considered solely on Utstein-style data, and to prepare a unified protocol
for verbal instructions. In addition, it is hoped that sponsoring events such as a medical
rally and a seminar on injuries by the MC Council will further strengthen the face-to-face
relationship between emergency medical services units and medical institutions, thereby
contributing to the improvement of prehospital care as well.
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