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Position and Issues with the Japanese Road Act
in the Law System of "Public Chose"

Junko OBATA*

This paper first clarifies the characteristics of the Road Act in comparison with other
laws concerning “public chose” (public property) management in Japan and how the Road
Act fits into this set of laws. It then presents the limitation of traditional legal approaches
to public property management and outlines the desired characteristics of a new type of

public property management that extends beyond those limitations, in order to highlight
the issues with the Road Act. It is hoped that the Road Act and its application will be
promptly revised in order for roads to function as public property that is highly convenient

and useful for people.
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