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The Legal Issues on the Utilization of Road Space
and its Cooperation with Town Planning

Hideo HORASAWA*

In recent years, the expectation of what roads should be has been enlarged to encompass
a diversity of uses that extend beyond use as a thoroughfare. One issue that has arisen as
a result is how to make the best use of road space. However, the present system of road
laws does not fully recognize this road space. Furthermore, utilization of road space needs
to be considered jointly with urban space, but this requires a planning system that grasps
the road space as a plane and utilizes it in a carefully planned way, which has not yet been
developed. This paper examines the legal issues that accompany this broader utilization
of road space while paying attention to the relationship with urban space and city planning.
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