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Issues with the Road Act concerning Decision-Making for Road
Administration and the Enforcement System

Norimasa MIYOSHI*

In the postwar era, road administration in Japan has focused on roads as a space for
logistics and placed priority on automotive traffic. As a result, use of roads as multiple-use
local space has been neglected. However, given the situation of an aging society with fewer
children, a shift is needed to road governance that places more emphasis on the will of local
citizens and is well-coordinated with town planning. To this end, laws must be established
for consensus-building in road administration and ordinances should be utilized for local
rules. Also, improvements to road administration should be devised in parallel with a
review of the road occupancy permit system. Revisions to the Road Act are proposed from
these standpoints.
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