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Summary of Introduction of Earmarked Funds
for Road Improvement in Japan

Mikio YOSHIOKA*

After World War II, when the Japanese road system lagged far behind those of devel-
oped countries, urgent yet well-planned steps were taken to construct a better road system
and maintain it in good condition. The Japanese government addressed the problem by
introducing the toll road system in 1952 and the system of tax revenues earmarked for
road projects in 1954. This paper focuses on the second of these two initiatives, by provid-
ing an overview of the system’ s underlying principles and key events in its development,
including the introduction of temporary tariffs and the shift in 2009 from a revenue source
earmarked for road improvements to one for general use.
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