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Initiatives on Roundabouts by the Ministry of Land,
Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism

Morio OZAWA*

Because roundabouts have been introduced in many countries in Europe and North
America and have been reported to have a positive effect on reducing traffic accidents and
other traffic problems, the introduction of roundabouts in Japan is expected to have a
similar positive effect as an initiative for reducing traffic accidents. Against this back-
ground, while supporting efforts in local areas to introduce roundabouts through pilot
programs, the Road Bureau of the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tour-
ism established the Roundabout Review Board to examine technical issues related to
roundabout design in Japan, such as identifying the features of intersections that are well
suited for roundabouts based on road characteristics and traffic conditions.
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